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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 1-11 are objected to because of the following informalities: The claim(s) 
are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or operational language. 

ALL Claims should be checked for proper antecedence. For example claim 1 
recites the limitation(s) "the axial", "the intermediate space", "the form", "the limiting 
face", "the clear width". There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the 
claims. 

As a courtesy to the applicant, the examiner has "objected" to the claims. 
However, appropriate correction is required in response to this office action in order to 
avoid a 35 USC § 1 12 rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tomasino 6,695,653. Tomasino discloses a cable connection system (at 10), 
comprising a contact body (12) which has first means on a cable connecting side, the 
first means comprising an essentially rotationally symmetrical central clamping element 
(11), which is integrally formed on the contact body (12) and tapers along an axis 
towards a cable end and a clamping sleeve (16) which concentrically surrounds the 
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clamping element can be screwed to the contact body (12) in an axial direction and has 
an inner essentially rotationally symmetrical clamping contour (not number see fig 1) 
such that, when the clamping sleeve (16) and the clamping element (1 1) are screwed 
together, a stranded wire of a cable which is inserted into an intermediate space 
between the clamping element (21) and the clamping contour cable (30), characterized 
in that the clamping element 21 is cone shaped and the clamping contour comprises a 
first section in which a limiting face of the clamping contour extends approximately 
parallel to the cone face of the clamping cone and in that a width of the clamping 
sleeve in a region of the clamping contour is smaller than a maximum outer diameter of 
the clamping cone. 

Regarding claim 2, a limiting face of the clamping contour in the first section 
extends parallel to the cone face of the clamping cone. 

Regarding claim 3,a limiting face of the clamping contour has a slightly 
rounded section in the first section. 

Regarding claim 4, a thread region is arranged on that side of the clamping cone 
which faces away from the cable and a first recess is provided between the thread 
region and the clamping cone (see fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 9, the contact body and the clamping sleeve are produced 
from metal. 

Regarding claim 1 1. the contact body is shaped as a socket on the contact side. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tomasino 
in view of Bronk 6,343,963. Tomasino discloses the invention substantially as claimed 
except for flats for tine purpose of tightening the screw connection with a defined 
torque. However, flats on connection devices are well known in the art as evidenced by 
Bronk. Bronk discloses a connection device having flats 76. Therefor, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify the connection device of Tomasino by 
providing flats for tightening the screw connection device as taught by Bronk. 
Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tomasino in 
view of Herman et al. 5,100,348. Tomasino discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed except for the contact body and clamping sleeve being produced from brass 

and provided with a silver plating. However, Herman et al. 
disclose that it is well known in the art to use brass and silver plating (col. 5, lines 65- 
col. 6, lines 1-5) which are which is highly resistant. And it has been held to be within 
the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its 
suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious engineering choice. In re Leshin, 
125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: regarding claim 5, patentability resides, at least in part, in the connection 
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system having at least one viewing hole provided in the clamping sleeve to visually 
check the insertion of the stranded wire (29) into a clamping zone between the 
clamping cone and the clamping contour, in combination with the other limitations of 
the base claim; regarding claim 7, patentability resides, at least in part, in the 
connection system having a marker recess arranged on a side of the clamping cone 
which faces away from the cable, the clamping sleeve being screwed onto the contact 
body up to the marker recess before the wire is inserted into a clamping zone between 
the clamping cone and the clamping contour. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Briggitte R. Hammond whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 2006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. and Alternate 
Fridays from 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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information regarding ttie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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